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Juvenile Firesetting 
has been identified 
as the fastest  
growing fire threat in 
the United States.  

The unsupervised, experimental, mischie-
vous or illegal use of fire by children in the  
United States is a major threat to personal 
safety and property.

In most cases, the 
victims are the  
children themselves.  

National statistics show that more than 
90 people were killed, and nearly $210 
million dollars in property was destroyed 
by fires set by children. 

Incidents like this could be avoided if youth, 
who exhibit behaviors, are identified and  
educated through a firesetter intervention 
course and, if necessary, referred to a  
professional for further assistance.

This house fire was started by a teenager in 
Thornton in 2007. 



Where to Get Help?
The Thornton Fire Department offers an educational program for  
Juvenile Firesetters ages 4 to 18.  This program provides an opportunity 
for the child’s level of  firesetting/fire-play to be evaluated through an 
educational and awareness assessment with the child and at least one 
parent or guardian.     

Is Your Child at Risk for Starting a Fire?
Many parents wonder how they can tell if their child is a potential fire risk.   
Consider these alarming fire statistics: 
• Children over the age of 10 years old can be charged with a crime if they participate in 

starting a fire. 
• Children over the age of 14 may be charged as an adult for starting a fire. 
• Parents can be held financially responsible for fire damages to people and property. 
• Serious or repetitive firesetting is often indicative of other emotional or peer problems. 
• Males are more likely to engage in fire-play than females.
• Children participating in fire risk assessments and fire safety courses have less than one 

percent chance of continuing their firesetting behavior.  

Making the Decision to  
Get Help.
Being a parent can be a physically and 
emotionally demanding job.  Among  
other difficult decisions, parents find 
themselves in a position of deciding 
whether their child’s fire-play or firesetting 
behavior necessitates intervention.  If you 
suspect or find evidence that your child is 
setting fires, you should be concerned.

No matter if your concern is small, or 
large, attending a Juvenile Firesetter  
Intervention Program will provide you with 
a better understanding of your child’s 
potential firesetting risks.  You will also 
receive important fire prevention  
information and education useful to all 
family members.  If your child has a  
serious firesetting problem, your decision 
to get help could be a life-saving one.

Every fire started by a child is significant no matter the size or how much it  
destroys. Please ask for assistance for a child starting fires as early as possible. 

To schedule an 
appointment, call 

720-872-6092.

The Juvenile Firesetter Program is FREE through a parent referral.  
There is a fee should a child age 10 and over receive a citation 
for firesetting.

Is it a Phase? Juvenile firesetting is extremely dangerous and should not be 
dismissed as a phase or simple curiosity.  Do not ignore it! Left alone, it may cause  
severe property damage or even loss of life. Early recognition and treatment of fire-
setting can help prevent tragedies in the future.

Why Do Kids Set Fires?
Fire curiosity is natural for young children, however curiosity can 
progress.  Often times firesetting is a symptom of other problems.  
A change or crisis such as a move, death or divorce, may result 
in firesetting.  This behavior can be the child’s way of acting out 
fear or anxiety.  Some children set fires to get attention or to  
oppose authority.  Other behaviors, in addition to firesetting, 
may reflect more serious emotional problems and require the 
services of community mental health professionals.   
Proper intervention can help juveniles who set fires.

The different risk levels of juvenile firesetters include:  little,  
definite and extreme.  Knowing why your child is engaging in 
fireplay is just one part of providing them with the help and  
education they may need.


