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 ___ 1st Reading 
 ___ 2nd Reading  

Subject:  A resolution declaring a parcel of land at 81st Avenue and Steele Street as surplus property 
and authorizing its disposition. 

Recommended by: Brett Henry Approved by: Kevin S. Woods 
 
Ordinance previously 
introduced by:  
 

__________________ 
 

Presenter(s): Brett Henry, Executive Director for Infrastructure 

 
SYNOPSIS:  
 
The City owns a one-acre +/- parcel east of Steele Street at approximately 81st Avenue (Parcel), see 
attached Exhibit A. The Parcel was conveyed to the City from Mobile Premix, Inc. in 1981 as part of the 
West Gravel Lakes purchase. DTI Holdings, LLC (DTI) owns two parcels located adjacent to the north 
and south side of the Parcel, see attached Exhibit B. The Parcel is not needed to operate and maintain 
the West Gravel Lakes. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends Alternative No. 1, approval of the resolution declaring a parcel of land at 81st Avenue 
and Steele Street as surplus property and authorizing its disposition. 
 
BUDGET/STAFF IMPLICATIONS:   
 
The City would receive approximate revenue of $155,000, less closing costs, from the sale of the Parcel 
based on comparable sales in the area. This revenue would go into the Water Fund. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. Approve the surplus property resolution as recommended. 
2. Do not approve the resolution.  

 
BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY):  (includes previous City Council action) 
 
The West Gravel Lakes are part of the City’s terminal water supply reservoirs.  When the City purchased 
the reservoirs from Mobile Premix, Inc. in 1981, the subject Parcel was included in the purchase.  Prior 
to the development of the West Gravel Lakes the Parcel was part of the irrigation ditch system feeding 
the farmland that is now the reservoirs. Because the ditch has been abandoned, the City no longer needs 
this parcel. 
 
DTI developed the property to the south of the Parcel and in February 2018, DTI purchased the property 
north of the Parcel.  In June, 2018, it came to the City’s attention that DTI had fenced in the Parcel and 
was occupying it along with its properties on both sides.  The City contacted DTI regarding the issue and 
the response was that DTI did not realize there was another piece of land between the two properties.  
DTI agreed to purchase the Parcel at the same square foot price that was recently paid for the parcel to 
the south, and include it as part of its trucking facilities. 
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If this resolution is approved but the City and DTI, or its successors in interest or assigns, do not 
successfully negotiate the purchase and sale of the Parcel a new resolution authorizing an alternative 
manner of disposition will be presented to City Council. 
 
The Parcel is in unincorporated Adams County and is surrounded by other properties also in 
unincorporated Adams County. Along with the request to declare the Parcel surplus, staff recommends 
disconnecting (de-annexing) the Parcel. This action will be brought before Council at a later date if the 
Parcel is declared surplus. 
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R E S O L U T I O N 
 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING A PARCEL OF LAND AT 81ST AVENUE AND STEELE 
STREET AS SURPLUS PROPERTY AND AUTHORIZING ITS DISPOSITION. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City is the owner of a parcel of land at 81st Avenue and Steel 
Street (Parcel) purchased as part of the acquisition of the West Gravel Lakes and 
described in Exhibit A attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Parcel is not integral to the operation of the West Gravel Lakes 
and the City does not need the Parcel; and 
 
 WHEREAS, DTI Holdings, LLC (DTI) owns two parcels located adjacent to the 
north and south side of the Parcel as depicted in Exhibit B attached hereto where DTI 
runs a business and DTI has expressed an interest in purchasing the Parcel; and 
 
 WHEREAS, should the City and DTI unsuccessfully negotiate the purchase and 
sale of the Parcel, it will remain declared as surplus property and a new resolution will be 
presented to City Council at a later date authorizing an alternative manner of disposition 
of the Parcel; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has determined that it is in its best interest to sell the Parcel 
according to the terms of this resolution. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF THORNTON, COLORADO, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. That the Parcel, as depicted in Exhibit A, is declared surplus property and 
made available for sale to DTI, or its successors in interest or assigns. 

 
2. That the City Manager or designee is authorized to proceed with the sale of 

the Parcel to DTI or its successors or assigns, and execute, and the City 
Clerk to attest, all documents necessary to complete such sale. 

 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Thornton, Colorado, on    , 2019. 
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 CITY OF THORNTON, COLORADO 
 
 
   
 Heidi K. Williams, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Kristen N. Rosenbaum, City Clerk 
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