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I. CALL TO ORDER AND REVIEW OF AGENDA 
 
 

II. INFORMATIONAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
 
III. STAFF BRIEFINGS 

 
A. Discussion Regarding an Ordinance Amending Section 38-492 of 

Chapter 38 of the Thornton City Code Pertaining to Regulation of 
Bicycles Approaching Intersections (Estimated 15 Minutes) 
 

B. State Legislative Update (Estimated 15 Minutes) 
 

C. Businesses of Thornton Advisory Commission Interviews (Estimated 
20 Minutes)  
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The Colorado Safety Stop is similar to the Idaho Stop, which was legislatively adopted in Idaho in 1982 
to allow cyclists to safely proceed through stop signs and intersections. According to the Bicycle 
Colorado website, “studies have shown that there are between 30-60% fewer crashes involving 
bicycles in a city like Boise, Idaho, than there are in comparable cities like Sacramento or Bakersfield, 
California, which do not have Safety Stop legislation in place. In the first year after adopting the Safety 
Stop, alone, traffic crashes involving bicycles plummeted by 14.5% in Idaho.” 
 
The modification of Sec. 38-492 does not exclude the enforcement of Reckless Driving 1401 and 
Careless Driving 1402 as related to the operation of bicycles and electrical assisted bicycles as defined. 



 
INTRODUCED BY:         

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 38-492 OF CHAPTER 38 OF THE THORNTON 
CITY CODE PERTAINING TO REGULATION OF BICYCLES APPROACHING 
INTERSECTIONS. 

 
WHEREAS, the Colorado State Legislature adopted Senate Bill 18-144, which 

amended C.R.S. § 42-4-1412.5 and became effective May 3, 2018, providing 
municipalities authority to adopt alternative regulation of bicycles and electrical assisted 
bicycles approaching intersections; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to adopt an ordinance implementing the terms of 
C.R.S. § 42-4-1412.5 within the City and codifying the regulations contained therein. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF THORNTON, COLORADO, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. Section 38-492. – Reserved. is hereby amended by the addition of the 
words double-underlined and the deletion of the words stricken to read as 
follows: 

 
Sec. 38-492.  Reserved. Regulation of bicycles approaching intersections. 
 

(a) A person riding a bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle and approaching an 
intersection of a roadway with a stop sign shall slow down and, if required 
for safety, stop before entering the intersection. If a stop is not required for 
safety, the person shall slow to a reasonable speed and yield the right-of-
way to any traffic or pedestrian in or approaching the intersection. After the 
person has slowed to a reasonable speed and yielded the right-of-way if 
required, the person may cautiously make a turn or proceed through the 
intersection without stopping. For purposes of this Paragraph, a reasonable 
speed is 15 miles per hour or less. 

 
(b) A person riding a bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle and approaching an 

intersection of a roadway with an illuminated red traffic control signal shall 
stop before entering the intersection and shall yield to all other traffic and 
pedestrians. Once the person has yielded, the person may cautiously 
proceed in the same direction through the intersection or make a right-hand 
turn. When a red traffic control signal is illuminated, a person shall not 
proceed through the intersection or turn right if an oncoming vehicle is 
turning or preparing to turn left in front of the person. 

 
(c) A person riding a bicycle or electrical assisted bicycle approaching an 

intersection of a roadway with an illuminated red traffic control signal may 
make a left-hand turn only if turning onto a one-way street and only after 



 

2 
 

stopping and yielding to other traffic and pedestrians. However, a person 
shall not turn left if a vehicle is traveling in the same direction as the person 
and the vehicle is turning or preparing to turn left. If the person is not turning 
left onto a one-way street, the person shall not make a left-hand turn at an 
intersection while a red traffic control signal is illuminated. 

 
(d) As used in this Section, “Electrical Assisted Bicycle” means the term as it is 

defined in Section 38-641 of the City Code. 
 
(e) This Section is intended to solely govern the regulation of bicycles and 

electrical assisted bicycles approaching intersections. All other provisions 
of the Thornton City Code or the Model Traffic Code, as adopted by the City 
in Section 38-521 of the City Code, related to bicycles and electrical 
assisted bicycles remain in full force and effect. 

 
(f) Any person who violates the provisions of this Section, upon conviction 

thereof, shall be punished as provided in Section 1-8 of the City Code. 
 

2. If any portion of this ordinance is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for 
any reason, such decision shall not affect the constitutionality or validity of 
the remaining portions of this ordinance. City Council hereby declares that 
it would have passed this ordinance and each part hereof irrespective of the 
fact that any one part be declared unconstitutional or invalid. 
 

3. All other ordinances or portions thereof inconsistent or conflicting with this 
ordinance or any portions hereof are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
inconsistency or conflict. 

 
4. The repeal or amendment of any provision of the Code by this ordinance 

shall not release, extinguish, alter, modify, or change in whole or in part any 
penalty, forfeiture, or liability, either civil or criminal, which shall have been 
incurred under such provision, and each provision shall be treated and held 
as still remaining in force for the purpose of sustaining any and all proper 
actions, suits, proceedings, and prosecutions for the enforcement of the 
penalty, forfeiture, or liability, as well as for the purpose of sustaining any 
judgment, decree, or order which can or may be rendered, entered, or made 
in such actions, suits, proceedings, or prosecutions. 
 

5. This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage. 
 
 INTRODUCED, READ, PASSED on first reading, ordered posted in full, and title 
ordered published by the City Council of the City of Thornton, Colorado, on 
  , 2019. 
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED on second and final reading on   , 2019. 
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 CITY OF THORNTON, COLORADO 
 
 
 
   
 Heidi K. Williams, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
  
Kristen N. Rosenbaum, City Clerk 
 
THIS ORDINANCE IS ON FILE IN THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE FOR PUBLIC 
INSPECTION. 
 
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: 
 
 
 
  
Luis A. Corchado, City Attorney 
 
PUBLICATION: 
 
Posted at City Hall, Margaret W. Carpenter Recreation Center, and Thornton Active Adult 
Center after first and second readings. 
 
Published on the City’s official website after first reading on   , 2019,  
and after second and final reading on    , 2019. 
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BACKGROUND (ANALYSIS/NEXT STEPS/HISTORY):  (includes previous City Council action) 
 
Council Policy 1.3 establishes the qualifications for the composition of the members of BTAC, which 
are listed below.  
 
 A minimum of nine and a maximum of 15 members on the Commission. 
 A majority of the members must also be residents of the City. 
 A minimum of five different types of businesses must be represented on the Commission. 
 A minimum of one business each located in the south, central and north areas of Thornton 

must be represented. 
 A minimum of one large business (100 or more employees) and a minimum of one small 

business (99 or fewer employees) must be represented. 
 A minimum of one business with local ownership and a minimum of one local representative of 

a business with public/national ownership must be appointed. 
 Multiple representatives from the same business will not be appointed. 
 Council would prefer appointments of business owners as well as managers. 
 Council would prefer to also include appointments from businesses that are women- and 

minority-owned, as well as those businesses which make a practice of hiring disabled workers. 
 Council will appoint individuals to the Commission, not the businesses those individuals 

represent.  Should a vacancy occur, the business represented may not designate another 
individual to serve on the Commission.  Only City Council, in its sole discretion, may appoint 
members to the Commission. 

 
In 2009, Council adopted a policy, which states that when there are equal to or more vacancies than 
applicants, the applications will be referred to the Board or Commission to conduct interviews and 
provide Council with a recommendation regarding whether the applicant(s) should or should not be 
appointed. When there are more applicants than vacancies on a Board or Commission, Council will 
conduct the interviews and select who should be appointed.  
 
Current members of the Commission: 
 

 Residence Business 
Jessica Jessen (Chair) 4 2 
Amanda Pedrianes (Vice-Chair) Brighton 3 
Andrea Aragon 4 1 
Timothy Bradsby Evergreen 1 
Nadiya Gibson 3 Denver 
Ava Gomez 3 1 
Thomas Green Brighton Brighton 
Paul Gurien 4 Littleton 
Sylvia Jones 3 Englewood 
Jamie Klein 2 2 
Andrew Morris 4 4 
Saida Perez-Garrido Northglenn 1 
Alana Rottler 4 4 
Sally Vander Veer Superior 1 
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Interview Questions Used in the Past 
 

Businesses of Thornton Advisory Commission (BTAC) 
 

1. Why are you interested in being appointed to the Businesses of Thornton Advisory 
Commission? 

 
2. What specific background or expertise would you bring if you were appointed to the 

Businesses of Thornton Advisory Commission? 
 

3. If appointed, how would you engage more volunteers and more members of the 
community in Businesses of Thornton Advisory Commission activities? 
 

4. How would you build consensus to reach decisions in a group setting? 
 

5. What do you believe are some of the major concerns that the Businesses of 
Thornton Advisory Commission will be faced with? 
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